Book reviews
Advances in Enzyme Regulation, Vol 4 Fourth Symposium on Regulation of Enzyme Activity and Synthesis in Normal and Neoplastic Tissues Indianapolis, October 4 and 5, 1965 edited by George Weber ppxiv+381 105s Oxford &c.: Pergamon Press 1966 It has become an annual pleasure to receive and review the proceedings of the Indianopolis meeting, in which is recorded advanced experimental work on mammalian enzyme regulation which has reached the stage of critical evaluation. The studies are always exemplars of rigour, well presented, and often accompanied by critical reviews. One envies the participants their opportunity to take part in what must have been a most stimulating though gruelling two days.
The The annual volume has become essential for reading and for continued consultation by all those working on enzyme activity and its control, as it is dealing with topics on the advancing edge of this broad field. The production is excellent, but it remains irritating that the editor has not completely unified the terminology. There is a spate of books and monographs on lymphocytes coming onto the market and their price would appear to be rising; the present work, edited by Professor Yoffey, seems to be particularly expensive. The book is a collection of papers given at an international symposium on lymphocytes and lymphoid tissue held at Bristol in April, 1966. Forty-three papers have been included and their quality varies very considerably. There are some good succinct accounts of recent research coupled with a sound appreciation of the relevant literature. On the other hand, some papers are confused and add little to what is already known. It is debatable whether a book of this character should have a firm editorial policy. Professor Yoffey appears to have adopted a lenient attitude. The book would probably have been improved if some of the communications had been subjected to critical review before they were published, as the style used for an oral presentation does not necessarily read well when it is published a year later.
The subjects discussed are representative of many of the current aspects of research on the physiology of lymphocytes and lymphoid organs. Morphological, cytochemical and electronmicroscopical studies are described by several authors and uncertainty still exists as to the correct interpretation of their findings. There are several papers on cell kinetics in the lymphoid system, but the traffic of cells in and out of the lymphoid tissues and the lack of distinct markers on the various types of dividing cells makes it a very difficult topic to study. Two groups report using thoracic duct cannulation in man to investigate lymphocyte kinetics, which is a very drastic step to undertake as an experimental procedure. The possible function of 'lymphocytes' in the bone marrow, especially of the
